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National HIV Behavioral Surveillance National HIV Behavioral Surveillance 
(NHBS) Background(NHBS) Background

�� In 2000, CDC and its partners developed an HIV In 2000, CDC and its partners developed an HIV 
Prevention Strategic Plan with four national goals Prevention Strategic Plan with four national goals 
to reduce new HIV infectionsto reduce new HIV infections

�� Goal 4: By 2005, strengthen the capacity Goal 4: By 2005, strengthen the capacity 
nationwide to monitor the epidemic, develop nationwide to monitor the epidemic, develop 
and implement effective HIV prevention and implement effective HIV prevention 
interventions, and evaluate prevention interventions, and evaluate prevention 
programsprograms

�� National HIV Behavioral Surveillance System National HIV Behavioral Surveillance System 
developeddeveloped



NHBS Background (cont.)NHBS Background (cont.)

�� First funded by CDC in 2002First funded by CDC in 2002

�� In metropolitan areas with high AIDS In metropolitan areas with high AIDS 
prevalenceprevalence

�� Eligible: states & directly funded citiesEligible: states & directly funded cities
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AIDS Prevalence by U.S. MSA/Division, 2004AIDS Prevalence by U.S. MSA/Division, 2004
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NHBS Objectives

�� NHBS provides data on trends in NHBS provides data on trends in 
��Risk behaviors Risk behaviors 
��HIV testing behaviorsHIV testing behaviors
��Use and impact of prevention  Use and impact of prevention  
servicesservices

��HIV prevalence and incidence HIV prevalence and incidence 

[1] Lansky A, Abdul[1] Lansky A, Abdul--QuaderQuader AS, AS, CribbinCribbin M, et al. Developing an HIV behavioral surveillance system for M, et al. Developing an HIV behavioral surveillance system for 
injecting drug users: the National HIV Behavioral Surveillance Sinjecting drug users: the National HIV Behavioral Surveillance System. ystem. Public Health ReportsPublic Health Reports 2007; 2007; 
122(suppl 1):48122(suppl 1):48--55.55.

"Effective HIV prevention programs rely primarily o n changing be"Effective HIV prevention programs rely primarily o n changing be havior; havior; 
therefore, behavioral data are needed to inform the se programs.therefore, behavioral data are needed to inform the se programs. ”” [1][1]



PopulationPopulation
�� Persons at high risk for HIV infectionPersons at high risk for HIV infection

�� Men who have sex with men (MSM) Men who have sex with men (MSM) 

�� Injection drug users (IDU) Injection drug users (IDU) 

�� Heterosexuals at risk for HIV infection (HET)Heterosexuals at risk for HIV infection (HET)

�� Metropolitan Statistical Area residentsMetropolitan Statistical Area residents

�� MiamiMiami--Dade CountyDade County

�� Broward County Broward County 

�� Palm Beach County residents are eligible but Palm Beach County residents are eligible but 
sampling does not target this areasampling does not target this area

Sample size: 500 from each countySample size: 500 from each county



Overall StrategyOverall Strategy

�� Conducted in 12Conducted in 12--month cyclesmonth cycles
�� One group per cycle One group per cycle 

(MSM, IDU, HET)(MSM, IDU, HET)
�� Different sampling methods per cycle/groupDifferent sampling methods per cycle/group
�� Formative research done for each cycleFormative research done for each cycle
�� Same populations and MSAs over timeSame populations and MSAs over time

�� Core QuestionnaireCore Questionnaire

�� Consistent eligibility criteriaConsistent eligibility criteria
�� 18 years of age or older18 years of age or older
�� Resident of MSAResident of MSA



Data CollectionData Collection
�� MSM study cycle (NHBSMSM study cycle (NHBS--MSM)MSM)

�� VenueVenue--based, timebased, time--space sampling space sampling 
�� Participants in randomly selected venues Participants in randomly selected venues 

are systematically recruited and interviewedare systematically recruited and interviewed
�� IDU study cycle (NHBSIDU study cycle (NHBS--IDU)IDU)

�� RespondentRespondent--driven samplingdriven sampling
�� Participants recruit each other from within Participants recruit each other from within 

their networkstheir networks
�� HET study cycle (NHBSHET study cycle (NHBS--HET)HET)

�� VenueVenue--based samplingbased sampling
�� RespondentRespondent--driven samplingdriven sampling



Data CollectionData Collection

�� QuestionnaireQuestionnaire

�� Core Questionnaire Core Questionnaire 

�� Behavioral risks for HIV, HIV testing, exposure Behavioral risks for HIV, HIV testing, exposure 
to/use of prevention servicesto/use of prevention services

�� Local QuestionnaireLocal Questionnaire

�� Any other local topicsAny other local topics

�� Awareness/use of specific prevention Awareness/use of specific prevention 
programsprograms



Assessing Characteristics of Assessing Characteristics of 
Population X In ONPopulation X In ON --going surveillancegoing surveillance



Interviewing VanInterviewing Van



Behavioral Surveillance Among Behavioral Surveillance Among 
Heterosexuals At Risk for HIV InfectionHeterosexuals At Risk for HIV Infection

� NHBS-HET definition of a “heterosexual 
at-risk for HIV infection”: an adult male or 
female with (1) a physical or social 
connection to a “high-risk area” and (2) at 
least one opposite-sex partner in the past 
year



Behavioral Surveillance Among Behavioral Surveillance Among 
Heterosexuals At Risk for HIV Infection (cont.)Heterosexuals At Risk for HIV Infection (cont.)

�� HIV/AIDS and poverty data examined by area HIV/AIDS and poverty data examined by area 
�� 2000 census poverty data by census tract2000 census poverty data by census tract
�� Department of Health address data on newly Department of Health address data on newly 

diagnosed (Jan 2001 diagnosed (Jan 2001 –– Feb 2006) HIV/AIDS casesFeb 2006) HIV/AIDS cases
�� Heterosexually exposed males and females Heterosexually exposed males and females ≥≥13 13 

years of ageyears of age
�� Females Females ≥≥13 years of age with no identified risk 13 years of age with no identified risk 

factorfactor

�� HIV/AIDS and poverty data merged to produce HIV/AIDS and poverty data merged to produce 
standardized rates by census tractstandardized rates by census tract

�� Census tracts with high rates determined Census tracts with high rates determined ““highhigh--
risk areasrisk areas””

�� VenueVenue--based sampling conducted within selected based sampling conducted within selected 
highhigh--risk areasrisk areas



NHBSNHBS--HET Eligibility CriteriaHET Eligibility Criteria

�� 1818--50 years of age50 years of age

�� Lives in MiamiLives in Miami--Dade, Broward, or Palm Beach Dade, Broward, or Palm Beach 
countycounty

�� Male or female (not transgender)Male or female (not transgender)

�� Reports vaginal or anal sex with a person of the Reports vaginal or anal sex with a person of the 
opposite sex in the past 12 monthsopposite sex in the past 12 months

�� Able to complete interview in English or Able to complete interview in English or 
SpanishSpanish

�� Not a previous NHBSNot a previous NHBS--HET participantHET participant



NHBSNHBS--HET SamplesHET Samples
Total Sample Size = 1,224Total Sample Size = 1,224

MiamiMiami --Dade County:Dade County:
�� Started: Mar 2007Started: Mar 2007

�� Ended: Oct 2007Ended: Oct 2007

�� Eligible participants Eligible participants 
interviewed: 668interviewed: 668

�� Eligible participants Eligible participants 
tested for HIV: 667tested for HIV: 667

Broward County:Broward County:
�� Started: Jan 2007Started: Jan 2007
�� Ended: Sept 2007Ended: Sept 2007
�� Eligible participants Eligible participants 

interviewed: 556interviewed: 556
�� Eligible participants Eligible participants 

tested for HIV: 555tested for HIV: 555

*Results are preliminary*Results are preliminary



Venues SampledVenues Sampled
We conducted 168 sampling events at 117 randomly selected venuesWe conducted 168 sampling events at 117 randomly selected venues

(63 in Miami(63 in Miami--Dade County, 54 in Broward County)Dade County, 54 in Broward County)

11BarsBars

9 9 Unknown or missingUnknown or missing

35 (3%)35 (3%)ParksParks

26 (2%)26 (2%)Places of worshipPlaces of worship

26 (2%)26 (2%)Sex establishmentsSex establishments

42 (3%)42 (3%)OtherOther

48 (4%)48 (4%)Social organizationsSocial organizations

87 (7%)87 (7%)CafCaféés & restaurantss & restaurants

808 (66%)808 (66%)Retail businessesRetail businesses

142 (12%)142 (12%)Street locationsStreet locations

Portion of sample Portion of sample 
from venue typefrom venue type

N (%)N (%)

Venue TypeVenue Type



Demographic Characteristics of SampleDemographic Characteristics of Sample
N=1,224N=1,224

�� Mean age: 35 years Mean age: 35 years 

�� 58% male, 42% female58% male, 42% female

�� Majority blackMajority black

3%

2%16%

79%

Black

Hispanic

White

Other



Characteristics of Sample (cont.)Characteristics of Sample (cont.)

�� 91% identify as heterosexual, 9% as bisexual91% identify as heterosexual, 9% as bisexual

�� Majority (85%) born in U.S.Majority (85%) born in U.S.

�� 2/3 (63%) without health insurance at time of 2/3 (63%) without health insurance at time of 
interviewinterview

�� Majority (60%) have annual income underMajority (60%) have annual income under $10,000$10,000

�� Half (50%) unemployed at time of interviewHalf (50%) unemployed at time of interview

�� 42% depressed (according to CES42% depressed (according to CES--D 10)D 10)

�� 1/3 (33%) incarcerated in past 12 months1/3 (33%) incarcerated in past 12 months

�� 1/4 (28%) used cocaine or crack in past 12 months1/4 (28%) used cocaine or crack in past 12 months

�� 1/5 (21%) self1/5 (21%) self--reported being hepatitis C+reported being hepatitis C+

�� 13% homeless in past 12 months13% homeless in past 12 months



HIV SeroprevalenceHIV Seroprevalence

�� 1 in 12 (8.3%) participants tested HIV positive1 in 12 (8.3%) participants tested HIV positive

�� 9.2% in Broward9.2% in Broward

�� 7.5% in Miami7.5% in Miami--DadeDade

�� Of participants reporting heterosexual risk Of participants reporting heterosexual risk 
behavior only (N=1076),* 1 in 14 (7.1%) tested behavior only (N=1076),* 1 in 14 (7.1%) tested 
HIV positiveHIV positive

�� 8.6% in Broward8.6% in Broward

�� 5.7% in Miami5.7% in Miami--DadeDade

* Analysis excludes persons reporting IDU or MSM risk behavior i* Analysis excludes persons reporting IDU or MSM risk behavior in their lifetimen their lifetime



HIV Seroprevalence (cont.)HIV Seroprevalence (cont.)

�� Variables associated with an HIVVariables associated with an HIV--positive test result:positive test result:
�� HomelessnessHomelessness
�� Bisexual identityBisexual identity
�� Hepatitis C+Hepatitis C+
�� Crack use in the past 12 monthsCrack use in the past 12 months
�� ≥≥ age 40age 40
�� Participation in alcohol or drug treatmentParticipation in alcohol or drug treatment
�� DepressionDepression
�� Annual income under $10,000 Annual income under $10,000 
�� Has health insurance (including Medicaid or Has health insurance (including Medicaid or 

Medicare)Medicare)
� Disabled



HIV Seroprevalence (cont.)HIV Seroprevalence (cont.)

�� Half (51%) of those testing HIV positive were Half (51%) of those testing HIV positive were 
previously unaware of their infection  previously unaware of their infection  

�� In other words, 1 in 24 (4%) participants In other words, 1 in 24 (4%) participants 
had a previously undiagnosed HIV infectionhad a previously undiagnosed HIV infection

�� Variables associated with having an Variables associated with having an 
undiagnosed infection include:undiagnosed infection include:

�� Less than a high school educationLess than a high school education

�� Annual income of $10,000 Annual income of $10,000 -- $14,999$14,999



Previous Research Has Identified Numerous Previous Research Has Identified Numerous 
Underlying Factors Affecting HIV/AIDS DisparitiesUnderlying Factors Affecting HIV/AIDS Disparities

�� PrePre--existing amount of HIV in the communityexisting amount of HIV in the community
�� Late diagnosis of HIV or AIDSLate diagnosis of HIV or AIDS
�� Access to and acceptance of careAccess to and acceptance of care
�� HIV/AIDS conspiracy beliefsHIV/AIDS conspiracy beliefs
�� Stigma and discriminationStigma and discrimination
�� Delayed prevention messages to minorities (considered Delayed prevention messages to minorities (considered 

gay, white male disease for a long time)gay, white male disease for a long time)
�� Amount of STDs other than HIV in the communityAmount of STDs other than HIV in the community
�� Complex matrix of factors related to socioeconomic Complex matrix of factors related to socioeconomic 

statusstatus
�� NonNon--disclosure of MSM risk to female partnersdisclosure of MSM risk to female partners
�� Prevalence of IDU and other risky behaviorsPrevalence of IDU and other risky behaviors
�� IncarcerationIncarceration



HIV TestingHIV Testing
�� 4/5 (79%) have tested for HIV in their lifetime4/5 (79%) have tested for HIV in their lifetime
�� 40%* tested for HIV in the past 12 months40%* tested for HIV in the past 12 months

�� Variables associated with not testing for HIV in the Variables associated with not testing for HIV in the 
past 12 months:past 12 months:
�� HispanicHispanic
�� Heavy alcohol useHeavy alcohol use

�� Variables associated with testing for HIV in the past Variables associated with testing for HIV in the past 
12 months:12 months:
�� FemaleFemale
�� Ages 23Ages 23--2929
�� Participation in alcohol or drug treatmentParticipation in alcohol or drug treatment
�� Injection drug useInjection drug use
�� Having health insuranceHaving health insurance
�� Higher incomeHigher income

* Analysis excludes persons diagnosed with HIV over 12 months ago



Facility Administering Most Recent Facility Administering Most Recent 
HIV Test in Past 12 Months, N=443HIV Test in Past 12 Months, N=443
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Reasons for Not Seeking an HIV Test Reasons for Not Seeking an HIV Test 
in the Past 12 Months, N=685in the Past 12 Months, N=685
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Healthcare ExperiencesHealthcare Experiences

�� Half (49%) of the sample visited a Half (49%) of the sample visited a 
healthcare provider in the past 12 monthshealthcare provider in the past 12 months

�� Of those who saw a healthcare provider*, Of those who saw a healthcare provider*, 
half (52%) were offered an HIV testhalf (52%) were offered an HIV test

�� Of the participants who selfOf the participants who self--reported being reported being 
HIV+, 4/5 (78%) reported ever taking HIV HIV+, 4/5 (78%) reported ever taking HIV 
medicationmedication

* Analysis excludes persons diagnosed with HIV over 12 months ago



Sexual Risk Behaviors in Past 12 Months Sexual Risk Behaviors in Past 12 Months ––
MalesMales ,  N=709,  N=709

� Nearly 2/3 (64%) reported unprotected 
vaginal or anal sex with a main partner*

� Over 2/3 (70%) reported more than 1 sex 
partner

� Median number of partners: 3

* Someone you have sex with and who you feel committed to above anyone else
(e.g., girlfriend/boyfriend, wife/husband, significant other, life partner)



Sexual Risk Behaviors in Past 12 Months Sexual Risk Behaviors in Past 12 Months ––
Males, N=709 (cont.)Males, N=709 (cont.)

�� A majority (61%) reported at least 1 casual A majority (61%) reported at least 1 casual 
partner*partner*

�� 6% reported at least 1 exchange partner**6% reported at least 1 exchange partner**

* Someone you have sex with but do not feel committed to or don't know very well

** Someone you have sex with in exchange for things like money or drugs



Sexual Risk Behaviors in Past 12 Months Sexual Risk Behaviors in Past 12 Months ––
Males, N=709 (cont.)Males, N=709 (cont.)

�� Over 1/3 (39%) reported unprotected vaginal or Over 1/3 (39%) reported unprotected vaginal or 
anal sex with a casual or exchange partneranal sex with a casual or exchange partner

�� Variables associated with unprotected sex with a Variables associated with unprotected sex with a 
casual or exchange partner:casual or exchange partner:

�� Bisexual identityBisexual identity
�� Ages 40Ages 40--49 49 
�� HispanicHispanic
�� NonNon--U.S. bornU.S. born
�� Tested for   Tested for   

HIV but never  HIV but never  
obtained resultsobtained results

�� UnemploymentUnemployment
�� Income < $10,000Income < $10,000
�� Homelessness Homelessness 
�� DepressionDepression
� Hepatitis C+Hepatitis C+

�� Crack useCrack use
�� Cocaine useCocaine use
�� Heavy alcohol Heavy alcohol 

drinkingdrinking
�� Participation Participation 

in alcohol or  in alcohol or  
drug  drug  
treatmenttreatment



Sexual Risk Behaviors in Past 12 Months Sexual Risk Behaviors in Past 12 Months ––
Males, N=709 (cont.)Males, N=709 (cont.)

�� 5% reported sex with males and females5% reported sex with males and females

�� 3% among black men3% among black men

�� 12% among Hispanic men12% among Hispanic men

�� Variables associated with sex with males and Variables associated with sex with males and 
females: bisexual identity, homelessness, females: bisexual identity, homelessness, 
unemployment, lower income (unemployment, lower income (<$5,000), crack <$5,000), crack 
use, cocaine use, heavy drinking, ages 40use, cocaine use, heavy drinking, ages 40--4949

�� Of the men reporting sex with males and females Of the men reporting sex with males and females 
(N=36), half (56%) reported (N=36), half (56%) reported unprotected unprotected sex with sex with 
both males and femalesboth males and females



Sexual Risk Behaviors in Past 12 Months Sexual Risk Behaviors in Past 12 Months ––
FemalesFemales , N=513, N=513

�� 3/4 (75%) reported unprotected vaginal or 3/4 (75%) reported unprotected vaginal or 
anal sex with a main partneranal sex with a main partner

�� Half (53%) reported more than 1 sex Half (53%) reported more than 1 sex 
partnerpartner

�� Median number of partners: 2Median number of partners: 2



Sexual Risk Behaviors in Past 12 Months Sexual Risk Behaviors in Past 12 Months --
Females , N=513 (cont.)Females , N=513 (cont.)

�� 40% reported at least 1 casual partner40% reported at least 1 casual partner

�� 7% reported at least 1 exchange partner7% reported at least 1 exchange partner



Sexual Risk Behaviors in Past 12 Months Sexual Risk Behaviors in Past 12 Months ––
Females, N=513 (cont.)Females, N=513 (cont.)

�� 1/4 (26%) reported unprotected vaginal or 1/4 (26%) reported unprotected vaginal or 
anal sex with a casual or exchange partneranal sex with a casual or exchange partner

�� Variables associated with unprotected sex with a Variables associated with unprotected sex with a 
casual or exchange partnercasual or exchange partner::

�� Bisexual identityBisexual identity
�� HomelessnessHomelessness
�� Income <  Income <  
$10,000$10,000

�� Incarceration in  Incarceration in  
past 12 months past 12 months 

�� WhiteWhite

� Cocaine use
� Crack use
� Marijuana use
�� Heavy drinkingHeavy drinking
�� Participation in   Participation in   

alcohol or drug     alcohol or drug     
treatmenttreatment

� Tested for   Tested for   
HIV but  HIV but  
never    never    
obtained obtained 
resultsresults



Sexual Risk Behaviors in Past 12 Months Sexual Risk Behaviors in Past 12 Months --
SelfSelf --reported reported HIV+ ParticipantsHIV+ Participants

�� Persons who selfPersons who self--reported as HIV+ reported reported as HIV+ reported 
lower rates of unprotected sex with main lower rates of unprotected sex with main 
partnerspartners

�� 42% of HIV+ males vs. 64% of all other* 42% of HIV+ males vs. 64% of all other* 
malesmales

�� 40% of HIV+ females vs. 77% of all other* 40% of HIV+ females vs. 77% of all other* 
femalesfemales

* HIV* HIV--, never tested, never obtained results, indeterminate, never tested, never obtained results, indeterminate



Alcohol and Drug UseAlcohol and Drug Use

�� Over half (54%) reported illicit drug use in the past Over half (54%) reported illicit drug use in the past 
12 months12 months

�� Over 1/4 (28%) reported cocaine or crack useOver 1/4 (28%) reported cocaine or crack use

�� Less than 2% injected drugs in the past 12 monthsLess than 2% injected drugs in the past 12 months

�� 7% reported ever injecting drugs7% reported ever injecting drugs

�� Over 1/4 (27%) reported heavy alcohol use* in the Over 1/4 (27%) reported heavy alcohol use* in the 
past 30 days past 30 days 

�� 1/3 (33%) of males1/3 (33%) of males

�� 1/5 (20%) of females1/5 (20%) of females

*5 or more drinks in one sitting for males; 4 or more drinks in one sitting for females



Alcohol and Drug Use At Last Sex Act Alcohol and Drug Use At Last Sex Act 
with an Oppositewith an Opposite --Sex PartnerSex Partner

�� Nearly half (48%) of the sample used alcohol Nearly half (48%) of the sample used alcohol 
and/or drugs at last sex actand/or drugs at last sex act
�� Alcohol use (alone):Alcohol use (alone):

�� 24% of males24% of males
�� 17% of females17% of females

�� Drug use (alone):Drug use (alone):
�� 9% of males9% of males
�� 7% of females7% of females

�� Alcohol and drug use:Alcohol and drug use:
�� 15% of males15% of males
�� 13% of females13% of females



Types of NonTypes of Non --Injection Drugs Used Injection Drugs Used 
in Past 12 Months, N=1,224in Past 12 Months, N=1,224
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Frequency of Drug Use Frequency of Drug Use ––
Cocaine or Crack UsersCocaine or Crack Users

�� Of the cocaine users (N=231), nearly 2/3 Of the cocaine users (N=231), nearly 2/3 
(64%) reported using cocaine (64%) reported using cocaine at least once at least once 
a weeka week

�� Of the crack users (N=197), 4/5 (80%) Of the crack users (N=197), 4/5 (80%) 
reported using crack at least once a weekreported using crack at least once a week

�� 43% reported using crack more than 43% reported using crack more than 
once a dayonce a day



Drug Treatment History Drug Treatment History --
Cocaine or Crack UsersCocaine or Crack Users

Ever Participated in Drug 
Treatment, Cocaine or Crack 

Users, N=344

51% 49%

Yes No

Participated in Drug Treatment 
During Past 12 Months, Cocaine 

or Crack Users, N=344

11%

89%

Yes No



Beliefs on How HIV Can Be Spread, N=1,221Beliefs on How HIV Can Be Spread, N=1,221
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Beliefs on How HIV Can Be Prevented, N=1,221Beliefs on How HIV Can Be Prevented, N=1,221
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Beliefs on How HIV Can Be Prevented (cont.), N=1,22 1Beliefs on How HIV Can Be Prevented (cont.), N=1,22 1
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Receipt of Prevention Services Receipt of Prevention Services 
in Past 12 Monthsin Past 12 Months

�� 1/5 (21%) received free condoms1/5 (21%) received free condoms

�� Only 4% participated in an individualOnly 4% participated in an individual-- or groupor group--
level interventionlevel intervention

�� individualindividual--level intervention* (4%)level intervention* (4%)

�� groupgroup--level intervention** (1%)level intervention** (1%)

*a one*a one--onon--one conversation with an outreach worker, counselor, or one conversation with an outreach worker, counselor, or 
prevention program worker about preventing HIV (excluding HIV prevention program worker about preventing HIV (excluding HIV 
prepre-- and postand post--test counseling sessions)test counseling sessions)

**an organized session involving a small group of people to dis**an organized session involving a small group of people to discuss cuss 
ways to prevent HIVways to prevent HIV



Areas of ConcernAreas of Concern

�� Alarming HIV seroprevalence (8%)Alarming HIV seroprevalence (8%)

�� Large portion (4%) with undiagnosed HIV Large portion (4%) with undiagnosed HIV 
infection infection 

�� Significant rates of unprotected sex with main, Significant rates of unprotected sex with main, 
casual, and exchange partners casual, and exchange partners 

�� HIV transmission and prevention myths commonHIV transmission and prevention myths common

�� Low receipt of HIV prevention interventionsLow receipt of HIV prevention interventions



Areas of Concern (cont.)Areas of Concern (cont.)

�� Substance abuse, particularly cocaine and crack Substance abuse, particularly cocaine and crack 

�� Low use of drug treatment among cocaine and Low use of drug treatment among cocaine and 
crack userscrack users

�� High level of depressionHigh level of depression

�� High levels of unemployment and homelessnessHigh levels of unemployment and homelessness

�� Majority without health insuranceMajority without health insurance

�� High level of incarcerationHigh level of incarceration



Some Good NewsSome Good News
� Research studies have shown that there are 

evidence-based interventions that can decrease 
HIV risk behaviors

�� New HIV prevention interventions and testing New HIV prevention interventions and testing 
strategies are coming to Florida soon!strategies are coming to Florida soon!

�� We have seen significant declines in We have seen significant declines in 
heterosexuallyheterosexually--acquired HIV cases among acquired HIV cases among 
blacks in Florida since 1999 (59% among blacks in Florida since 1999 (59% among 
males, 46% among females) males, 46% among females) 

�� African American Testing Initiative (awarded African American Testing Initiative (awarded 
funding in 2007)funding in 2007)



RecommendationsRecommendations
�� Increase HIV testing efforts in areas with high Increase HIV testing efforts in areas with high 

rates of poverty and HIVrates of poverty and HIV

�� Utilize Social Networks StrategyUtilize Social Networks Strategy

�� Increase HIV prevention intervention delivery to Increase HIV prevention intervention delivery to 
both HIVboth HIV-- and + persons living in areas with high and + persons living in areas with high 
rates of poverty and HIVrates of poverty and HIV

�� Enhance partnerships to address intersecting Enhance partnerships to address intersecting 
HIV and substance abuse epidemicsHIV and substance abuse epidemics

�� Focus attention on crack and cocaine problemFocus attention on crack and cocaine problem

�� Ensure strong linkage systems to psychosocial Ensure strong linkage systems to psychosocial 
and healthcare servicesand healthcare services



LimitationsLimitations

�� Data are preliminaryData are preliminary

�� Data are predominantly selfData are predominantly self--reported and reported and 
subject to recall biassubject to recall bias

�� Data are cross sectional and time order Data are cross sectional and time order 
cannot be establishedcannot be established

�� Findings can only be generalized to the Findings can only be generalized to the 
population meeting eligibility criteria who population meeting eligibility criteria who 
attended venues on the sampling frameattended venues on the sampling frame



NHBS WebsiteNHBS Website

�� Visit Visit www.www.FloridaAIDS.org 

�� Scroll down to Scroll down to ““Behavioral SurveillanceBehavioral Surveillance”” linklink

�� NHBS site has links to publications, NHBS site has links to publications, 
presentations, and fact sheetspresentations, and fact sheets

�� Local and national findingsLocal and national findings

�� Categorized by population (MSM, IDU, Categorized by population (MSM, IDU, 
HET)HET)



Questions and DiscussionQuestions and Discussion



Contact InformationContact Information

Dano Beck, M.S.W.Dano Beck, M.S.W.
Behavioral SurveillanceBehavioral Surveillance

CoordinatorCoordinator
Bureau of HIV/AIDSBureau of HIV/AIDS

Florida Department of HealthFlorida Department of Health

Dano_Beck@doh.state.fl.usDano_Beck@doh.state.fl.us

David Forrest, Ph.D. David Forrest, Ph.D. 
Field Operations DirectorField Operations Director
Dept. of Epidemiology &Dept. of Epidemiology &

Public HealthPublic Health
University of MiamiUniversity of Miami

DForrest@med.miami.eduDForrest@med.miami.edu


